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ALFRED DARE                       PUBLICAN, BILL POSTER, TOWN CRIER 

“OYEZ! OYEZ! OYEZ!” 
 
Alfred Dare was born in Clare in 1853, the son of farm labourer David Dare and his wife Anna. 
The family home was 32 Common Street, Clare. By the time he was 17 years old, Alfred had 
found work as a bricklayer’s labourer.  

 
It is not known how he came to meet Charlotte Edith Hawes (photo left) 
who had been born in Haverhill in 1864. Charlotte was the daughter of 
William Hawes, a tailor. Her father had been widowed by 1871 and 
Charlotte, her brother, also William, and father were living with her 
grandmother also named Charlotte who was a clothier in Queens 
Street. By 1881 her father had remarried and with a further five 
children, the growing family had moved to the High Street. By 1901 the 
family had moved again to 7 Hamlet Road.  
 

In 1888, Alfred Dare and Charlotte Edith Hawes were married. Soon after this they moved to 
West Ham where Alfred had found employment as a guard with the Great Eastern Railway. 
Alfred, Charlotte and daughter Louisa made their home at 41 Cedars Road and while living 
there three of their six daughters were born.  
 
Alfred and Charlotte with their family of four girls moved back to Haverhill before the birth of 
their next daughter in 1898 and Alfred took over the White Horse as the Publican. He was to 
remain as Landlord until his death in June 1917. 
 
To supplement his income Alfred 
was also a bill poster. In this 
photograph taken late in the 
1890s you can see Alfred 
standing in the doorway of The 
White Horse with his posters 
leaning against the pub walls.  
 
Alfred became a familiar figure in 

the town and wider 

neighbourhood and in addition 

to being the licence holder of the 
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public house and a bill poster he was also Haverhill’s Town Crier.  

Unfortunately, Alfred developed problems with one of his feet and although he partly 
recovered for a time the problem returned and nine weeks later he passed away at his home 
on 7th June 1917 aged 64 years.  
 
Alfred’s funeral at St Mary’s Church was conducted by the Reverend H C Newberry. He left a 
widow and six daughters.  
  
His widow Charlotte Edith Dare took over the licence for the White Horse running it for over 
twenty years. After her daughter Lottie married Percy Bedford in 1927, the couple lived in the 
White Horse until the mid 1930’s no doubt lending Charlotte a hand in the running of the 
public house.  
 
The White Horse closed late in the 1950s and was demolished early in the 1960s. 
 
 
Town Criers 
  

Town Criers – or Bellmen as they were sometimes called – were the original newsmen.  
It was the job of the crier or bellman to inform the townspeople of the latest news, 
proclamations, bylaws and any other important information, as at this time most folk were 
illiterate and could not read. 
 
Town Criers were protected by law. “Don’t shoot the messenger” was a very real command; 
anything that was done to a Town Crier was deemed to be done to the Monarch and was 
therefore a treasonable offence. This was a necessary safeguard as the town criers often had to 
announce unwelcome news such as tax increases! 
 
Usually people of standing in the community were chosen as Criers, for they had to be able to 
write and read the official proclamations. Often they were a husband and wife team with the 
wife ringing the large hand bell and the husband doing the shouting. The Town Crier would 
read a proclamation, usually at the door of the local inn, and then nail it to the doorpost of the 
inn. The tradition has resulted in the expression “posting a notice” and the naming of 
newspapers as “The Post”. 
 
Announcements are always preceded by the traditional “Oyez! Oyez! Oyez!” (which is “listen” 
in French) and conclude with “God save the King or Queen”. ‘Oyez’ (pronounced ‘oh yay’) comes 
from the French ouïr (‘to listen’) and means “Hear ye”. 
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Proclaiming the news was not however their only role: indeed, their original role was to patrol 
the streets after dark, acting as peace keepers, arresting miscreants and taking them to the 
stocks for punishment and posting their crimes to show why they were there. It was also the 
Town Crier’s job to make sure fires were damped down for the night after the curfew bell. 
 
Each Town Crier was officially appointed by the Mayor. The key requirements of the role were 
the ability to read, a loud voice and an air of authority. Bellmen would be paid for each 
proclamation they made: in the 18th century the rate was between 2d and 4d per cry. Town 
Criers and bellmen were largely phased out in the early 20th Century – in part because of the 
growth of local newspapers and literacy rates.  
 
 
 
Information provided by Joyce Stewart, Great granddaughter of Alfred Dare. 
Photo of White Horse courtesy of Haverhill Local History Group. 
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Information about Alfred Dare provided by his great grand daughter, Joyce Stewart. 
Photos courtesy of Joyce and Haverhill & District Local History Group.  


